
4/20/15, 1:06 PMJulia Gaffield discovers Haiti founding document in British National Archives | The Times

Page 1 of 1http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/news/world/americas/article2469471.ece

Julia Gaffield discovers Haiti founding document in British National Archives

Will Pavia
Published at 12:01AM, April 2 2010

An original copy of the founding document of the nation of Haiti, composed in the euphoria after a bloody battle for
independence — and feared lost forever — has been found in the British National Archives.

The Declaration of Independence was made by the generals of the victorious slave armies in the first weeks of 1804 and
dispatched to the representatives of foreign powers. “We dared to be free when we were not free, by ourselves and for ourselves,”
they wrote.

Printed on their own presses, copies were carried to government officials in Britain and America. Reproductions survived in the
archives in Port-au-Prince and Jamaica; the originals, however, were lost.

Now, as the representatives of foreign powers gather again to decide what to do about Haiti, an original copy has been found by
a Canadian doctoral student on a research trip to Britain.

Julia Gaffield, 26, from Ottowa, a PhD student at Duke University in North Carolina, initially picked up the trail in the national
library of Jamaica. One declaration pamphlet had been carried to that island in 1804 by the British agent Edward Corbet, and
was forwarded on to London by Field Marshall Sir George Nugent, Lieutenant-Governor of the colony.

Ms Gaffield eventually found the yellowing, eight-page pamphlet among Jamaican colonial records at the National Archives in
Kew. “It was quite a moment,” she said yesterday. “It was clear what it was. But I was surrounded by strangers. You aren’t
allowed to shout. I couldn’t get too excited.”

In Haiti, lying in ruins after the recent earthquake, the find is being seen as little short of providential.
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